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Dr. Aaron Preston
PHIL 125: The Good Life
Office: Huegli  226

Office Hours:  MWF 3-4, T 3-5, or by appointment.  I’m also happy to help you via telephone or email.

Phone:  219-464-5240 


Email:  Aaron.Preston@valpo.edu
Web:  Blackboard

Disclaimer

This syllabus is not a promise or a contract.  The professor reserves the right to modify class content and requirements as deemed necessary for the effective teaching of the class.  Adjustments may be made in content covered, date of coverage, order of coverage, dates of exams and assignments, and the amount of work assigned.  Any changes will be announced in class and/or on Blackboard

Course Description

A philosophical introduction to moral issues which confront us in everyday life. When should the concerns of others inhibit my personal freedom? How much should I care about others? What are my responsibilities to myself? my family? the hungry of the world? What sort of person should I be? The course emphasizes the importance of being reflective about how to live one's life.

Course Objectives

1. Develop familiarity with several historically prominent visions of the good life, their strengths and their shortcomings. 

2. Understand how trends in religion, philosophy, science, education, and culture have shaped the context in which we think about the good life.

3. Appreciate the value of a philosophical approach to life. 

Texts

1. Joel K. Kupperman, Six Myths about the Good Life: Thinking About What Has Value, (Hackett, ISBN: 978-0872207820) 
2. Norman Melchert, Who’s to Say? A Dialogue on Relativism, (Hackett, ISBN: 978-0872202719)
3. Charles Guignon, The Good Life (Hackett, ISBN: 978-0872204386)
4. Servais Pinckaers, The Pursuit of Happiness-God's Way: Living the Beatitudes (Alba House, ISBN: 978-0818907975)
5. Julie Reuben, The Making of the Modern University: Intellectual Transformation and the Marginalization of Morality (University of Chicago Press, ISBN: 978-0226710204)

Readings from these texts may be supplemented with additional readings on reserve or in the form of handouts. 

Grades

Grades will be based on the following

1. Three essay-exams falling approximately at 5 week intervals.  These will be bluebook exams, to be written in class or during the scheduled Final Exam period.  Each will count for 30% of your course-grade.  You must purchase your own bluebooks at the campus bookstore, so plan ahead.  You might just go over and buy 3-6 of them the first week so that you have some on hand when test-time rolls around.  .

2. Attendance and informed participation. By “informed participation” I mean the kind of participation which demonstrates that you have been paying attention, doing the assigned reading, and that you have or are seriously seeking a decent grasp of the material.  This grade will be based on my own subjective assessment of your overall in-class performance.  This will count for about 10% of your course-grade.

Schedule

NB - Blackboard readings are in the “Course Documents” sections.

Week 1:  1/9-11
· Philosophy:  What and Why?

· Ayn Rand, “Philosophy—Who Needs It?”  (Blackboard)

· Russell, “The Value of Philosophy”  (Blackboard)

· Guignon, ix-x

· The Human Predicament: Epistemological and Moral Dimensions
· Melchert, 3-11 (stop at "Anita: Deja vu all over again. ...")

· Guignon # 22 (W.E.B. Du Bois)

· Selection from Locke’s A letter Concerning Toleration (Blackboard)
Week 2:  1/14-18
· Responses to the Human Predicament:  Skepticism, Relativism, Scientism, Philosophy
· Melchert, 11-29 (stop at "Peter:   Your heart's in the right place, ...") 
· Melchert, 29-62 (stop at "Anita:  Well, it so happens...")
· Melchert, 62-82

Weeks 3-4:  1/21-25, 1/28-2/1 (No class on 1/21: MLK Day)
· Classical Eudaimonism
· Guignon #s 2-3 (Plato and Aristotle)
· Guignon #s 1 & 6 (Lao-Tzu, Buddha) 

· Other Ancient Voices
· Guignon #s 1 & 6 (Lucretius, Epictetus)
Week 5:  2/4-8
· Exam 1:  M 2/4
· Christian Eudaimonism
· Guignon # 7 (Augustine)
· Augustine: selections from The City of God (Blackboard) 

· Aquinas: selections from the Summa Theologiae (Blackboard)

Weeks 6-7:  2/11-15, 2/18-22
· Aquinas (cont’d)

· Pinckaers (all)

· Guignon # 9 (Dostoyevsky)

Weeks 8- 9: 2/25-29, 3/17-21 (Spring Break runs 3/1-16; No class on 3/21: Good Friday))
· The Rise of Nominalism and “Moralities of Obligation”

· Guignon #s 8 (Luther)
· Selections from The Promise of Lutheran Ethics (Blackboard)

· Exam 2:  F 2/29 ((note that this is the Friday before Spring Break.  If you are making travel plans, please be sure that you don’t leave before taking this exam.)
Week 10:  3/24-28
· Reuben (all)
Week 11:  3/31-4/4
· Bentham selections (Blackboard)

· J.S. Mill selections (Blackboard)

Week 12:  4/7-11
· Guignon #s 18-21 (Nietzsche, Sartre, de Beauvoir, Marx)

Week 13:  4/14-18
· Guignon # 23-25 (Buber, MacIntyre, Noddings)

Week 14: 4/21-25
· Some Contemporary Thought:  Putting the Pieces Back together Again?

· Kupperman chs 1-4
Week 15:  4/28-5/2 & 5/5
· Kupperman chs 5-7
· Catch-up and review
Final Exam:  as per the published schedule (see Registrar’s webpage). 

Dr. Preston’s Course Policies

The following policies (1) set forth my expectations for students in a number of key areas, (2) let students know what they can expect from me in a number of key areas, and (3) detail my procedures for dealing with certain less-than-ideal eventualities.  My advice concerning these policies:  learn them; love them; live by them!  If you feel that you cannot abide by them, you are welcome to drop the course.

  

Contact Information


Should I need to contact a student, I will use the contact information provided by VU in Data VU and/or Course VU.  This is the only contact information that I will use, and students will be held responsible for any messages left at the phone number and/or email address listed in these places—so please be sure that they’re correct.  

Required Texts

Required texts are just that:  required.  Each student must have his or her own copy of each required text.  That means no sharing of texts, and no relying on online versions or other editions of the same work(s).  "Why?" you ask. For at least the following reasons:  (1) sharing texts poses problems for open-book exams, and (2) sometimes poses problems for keeping up with reading assignments; (3) the use of different editions with different pagination interferes with students' ability to follow the reading assignments as presented in the syllabus and (4) interferes with students' ability to follow references to the text in lecture and discussion.  We are one class, and we all need to be "on the same page" both literally and figuratively.  This is very difficult to achieve if we are all using different editions and trying to share books.  If financial hardship absolutely prohibits you from purchasing your own books, do what you need to do, but the policy is what it is and any negative consequences of not having your own books are on you. 

Class Attendance


Regular attendance is expected of all students.  There’s a good deal of material that will be presented in lecture and nowhere else (not in the readings, not in the handouts).  You will be held responsible for this information.  There is no direct grade-penalty for being absent, however, in accordance with VU policy, the Office of Student affairs will be notified in the case of three consecutive, unapproved absences. 

Absences and Make-ups 

1. Absence from class is undesirable but sometimes unavoidable.  It is your responsibility to find out what you missed while absent and to be completely up to speed when you return to class.  This is true whether you return on a test day, a day on which an assignment is due, or just a regular lecture day.

2. If you know in advance that you’ll be absent on a test day, then you must arrange to take the test early. If you know in advance that you’ll be absent on an assignment due-date, then either submit the assignment early or send it to class with a friend to turn it in for you.

3. If you must be absent on a test day or a due-date due to some unforeseen problem or emergency (including illness), you will be allowed to make up the exam or turn the assignment in late only if evidence is provided supporting your claim that you were unexpectedly prevented from being in class. No documentation, no makeup.

  

Punctuality 

It is expected that all students will arrive in the classroom, be settled and ready to go prior to the beginning of class.  For our purposes, class begins the moment I start to lecture.  I will never start prior to the scheduled start-time.  If you’re seated and ready to go prior to the scheduled start-time, you won’t have to worry about being late.

  

Preparedness 

Students are expected to be prepared for the day’s activities.  The syllabus contains a schedule of topics, readings, assignments, and tests.  Check it to see what will be happening before you come to class, and arrive having read, studied, written, etc., as the schedule requires it.  Be sure to bring the necessary textbooks with you each day.  You need not bring copies of electronic readings with you (after all, putting these online is intended to cut-down on paper-use), but you may find it helpful to do so.

  

Take Home Writing Assignments  (Does not apply to in-class exams, but to all take-home writing including essay exams and papers of all types)

· Formatting 
1.  Use APSA style for citations, notes, and reference lists (bibliography).  Follow the above link to find out all you need to know you about APSA style.  

2.  We won’t be using title pages.  Instead place the following in the upper right-hand corner of your first page:

Your Name

VU Student

My Name

Dr. Preston

Class &Section #
PHIL 125.X

Days/time of class
MWF 9:00

Due Date

09/23/04

This should be single-spaced.  

3.  A title of your own choosing should be centered and underlined two spaces below this, e.g.:

Descartes’ View on the Mind-Body Problem:  Is it Plausible?

3. Everything will be double-spaced from this point on 

4.  Typeface MUST be Arial or TNR 12-point.

5.  The reference list need not start at the top of a new page (see below).

· Introduction 
Should consist entirely in a Purpose Statement and a Thesis Statement—nothing more.  No creative ploy to grab the reader’s attention, no “cosmic opening” (e.g., “Since the beginning of time man has pondered…”).  E.g.:  

“The purpose of this paper is to examine Descartes’ view that the mind and body are really distinct in light of the ongoing debate over the mind-body problem.  I will begin by presenting and explaining the view and Descartes’ arguments for it.  I will then evaluate those arguments for soundness.  Doing so will bring us into contact with contemporary thought about the mind-body problem, so more recent  arguments will be presented, explained and evaluated as well.  In the end, I will argue that Descartes’ view is able to evade all the objections raised against it, and that it is plausible.”

· Body 
Should consist in a clear, orderly, and thorough presentation of the relevant views and arguments (including objections and replies).  Along the way, you must:

1. Show familiarity with a broad cross-section of relevant material from assigned readings, class lectures, discussions, etc. DO NOT USE OUTSIDE SOURCES!!! 

2. Interact with assigned sources by selectively quoting, paraphrasing, or otherwise referring to assigned readings.  Be sure to correctly cite your sources (APSA style—see above). 

3. Though I do want you to use quotations selectively, you should address each point in your own words first.  Don’t rely on quotations to make points for you—I need to hear it from you.  Show that you are familiar with the text by using quotations to support or further clarify points you’ve already made in your own words. 

4. It may be helpful to follow this rule:  give a full paragraph to every point you want to make.  Open the paragraph by clearly stating the point you want to make in your own words (i.e., don’t open up with a quote, an analogy, a metaphor, an illustration, etc.).  Next, further clarify the point by illustrating it with concrete examples, quotations from relevant assigned texts.  Finally, clearly explain the relevance of this point to the thesis/purpose of the paper.  Then move on to the next point/paragraph.

· Conclusion

Because our papers are relatively short, your conclusion need not involve a summary or recap of all the points made in the paper.  I don’t want to see the mirror image of your Introduction here:  in the Intro you will have told me, “I’m going to do this that and the other thing”;   in the conclusion, I don’t want to see “In sum, I did this that and the other thing”.  Instead, your conclusion should summarize the results of your analyses and state the conclusion of your argument (your papers will be, in essence, extended arguments). For example:  

“Having surveyed the arguments for and against Cartesian dualism, it is clear that there is no decisive argument against it.  Every objection raised has an adequate reply, as I have shown.  Furthermore, no alternative theory successfully explains the phenomenon of consciousness.  Thus, I conclude that Cartesian dualism is a plausible view.”

· References

Your list of references should begin just two lines below the last line of your paper, and so not necessarily at the head of a new page.  Again, DO NOT USE OUTSIDE SOURCES!!!  Apart from the placement of the list itself, you should follow the formatting instructions given on the linked page above. 

Late Assignments 

1. Unless otherwise specified in the syllabus, assignments are due at the beginning of the class period on the due date.   Any assignments not handed in at the time I call for them will be considered late.  

2. Unless otherwise specified in the syllabus, a letter grade will be deducted for each day an assignment is late.  “Days” will be calculated as 24-hour periods starting from the time the assignment is due:  day 1 begins at the due date/time and runs for 24 hours; day 2 begins 24-hours after the due date/time and runs for 24 hours; and so on.  So, suppose you have an 8 am class.  Your writing assignments will be due at 8 am, or shortly thereafter (whenever I call for them).  Suppose I call for an assignment at 8:03 and have it collected by 8:05, and suppose you’re not in class—maybe you overslept, or maybe your frantically trying to finish it up and decided to skip class to do so.  Now suppose you rush over to turn it in at 8:50, just as I’m dismissing the class .  Sadly, your assignment is late.  More specifically, it’s one day late, and will be subject to a penalty of one letter grade.  It became one day late the moment I finished collecting the assignment, at 8:05, and would have remained one day late until 8:00 the next morning, after which time it would have become two days late, and so on.  The moral(s) of the story:  (1) have your assignments done on time; (2) don’t be late, otherwise your assignment will be too; (3) if your assignment isn’t ready on time, it’s probably not worth skipping class to get it done—in this class, there’s no difference between an assignment that’s 1 hour late and one that’s 23½ hours late, so you might as well come to class, not fall behind, and just finish it up later in the day.  

3. Once penalties make it impossible to receive any grade better than an F, the assignment will not be accepted, read, commented on, etc., and it will receive a zero.

Grades, Etc.

1. Unless otherwise noted in the syllabus, grades are based on the quality of the product, not on the time and effort you invested in writing or studying.  Although time and effort may be necessary for creating a quality product, they are not sufficient. 

2. I almost never extend extra-credit opportunities. Usually I will offer extra credit only as an incentive to attend a guest lecture or forum.  Should I decide to offer extra credit, I will announce the opportunity in class.  If you know of something happening, relevant to the subject matter of this course, for which you think I might be inclined to offer extra credit, feel free to mention it to me outside of class time.  Do not ask about extra-credit during class. 

3. Here is my grading scale, showing the minimum percentage necessary for each grade: 

	A 
	94% 
	C 
	74% 

	A- 
	90% 
	C- 
	70% 

	B+ 
	87% 
	D+ 
	67% 

	B 
	84% 
	D 
	64% 

	B- 
	80%  
	D- 
	60% 

	C+ 
	77%   
	F 
	00% 


4. I do not grade on a curve.  Ever.  For anything.  

5. The only grade you have a right to know about is your own.  You do not have a right to know the grades of others or any statistical data derived from the grades of others like, for instance, the class average.    

6. Please don't ask me what your current grade is unless you need it for something other than personal curiosity.  Grades are available to you 24/7 in the Blackboard gradebook.  

7. A word of advice (this goes for every course you take, not just mine):  keep a personal copy every assignment handed back to you until you receive your final grades from the College.  Should something go awry in the grading/recording process, you will then have evidence that there has been a mistake.  Without that evidence, you may not be able to get a mistake corrected.

Things that may get you dismissed from the course and/or earn you an automatic F. 

1. Any behavior that undermines the aims of this course may result in an F and/or dismissal from the course.  For example, if you sleep in class, talk to others while I am lecturing, or in any way exhibit disrespect for the class or anybody in it, I will ask you to leave.  If it becomes a persistent problem, I will dismiss you from the course. 

2. All forms of academic dishonesty (including plagiarism and cheating) are grounds for failure on the assignment in question, and may be grounds for failing and/or being dismissed from the course. As you should already know, VU operates on an “Honor Code” system according to which you must abide by the honor code pledge:

“I have neither given or received nor have I tolerated others’ use of unauthorized aid.”

Here is an attempt to specify what counts as authorized and unauthorized aid for our exams:  

1. All assignments submitted must be the work of the student whose name appears on that assignment. Having someone else do your work counts as unauthorized aid.
2. In no way may you make use of sources other than the assigned readings and supplemental materials (such as handouts) provided by the Professor. By “in no way” I mean not at all, in any context, for any purpose:  not in trying to figure out what the assigned readings say (so no Spark Notes or similar to supplement your reading of Mill, for example), not in studying for the exam, and not in writing the exam itself. Utilizing unauthorized resources counts as unauthorized aid. If you need help interpreting a text or preparing for an exam, consult the Professor.  
3. Even in making uses of authorized sources, students must take care to use them in appropriate ways.  Specifically, plagiarism is to be avoided.  Plagiarizing from any source counts as unauthorized aid. 
i. What is plagiarism? Plagiarism is the use of someone else’s words, ideas, or opinions without proper acknowledgment, resulting in the appearance—whether deliberate or unintentional—of trying to pass off as one’s own work what in fact has been borrowed.
ii. How do I use authorized sources so as to avoid plagiarism?
1. Direct Quotations:  Whenever you use the exact words of a speaker or writer, you must enclose those words in quotation marks and indicate the precise source of the words in a parenthetical reference with the following form: (Author’s Last Name, page number), e.g., (Mill, 4); or, in the case of readings from an anthology (Author’s Last Name, in Editor’s Last Name, page number), e.g., (Aristotle, in Guignon, 12).   This rule applies whether the quotation is two words or two paragraphs long. Furthermore, a quotation must be exact in every detail: no words may be changed, and none may be omitted that would change the meaning of the passage. An omission that would not affect the meaning is permissible, but it must be indicated by an ellipsis, three spaced dots (. . .). Furthermore, spelling, punctuation, capitalization, and all such mechanical details must conform exactly to the original.
2. Other Borrowings:  A large part of the borrowed material in any paper is likely to be paraphrased or summarized rather than quoted. There are two important facts to be remembered in this connection. First, the material is still borrowed; therefore exact sources must be acknowledged in parentheses. And second, the wording of paraphrased or of summarized material must be substantially different from the original. When you put another writer’s ideas into your own words, those words must be really yours; you may not echo the vocabulary and the phrasing of your source. Similarly, whenever you use the organization that someone else has provided, whether it be a pattern which you imitated or an actual small part of your overall structure, you should indicate your source in an explanatory, parenthetical note. Parenthetical references and notes may be placed in any sensible location relative to the paraphrase, for instance, at the end of the sentence introducing the paraphrase, or at the end of the paraphrase, etc. 
3. Some Exceptions: A lot of information is generally known and is readily available in a wide variety of sources. Dates, for instance, rarely require documentation. Similarly with other facts that are uncontroversial and are obtainable in dozens of places—history books, encyclopedias, dictionaries, almanacs, and the like.  In this class, much of the material presented in lectures should be taken as belonging to this category:  i.e, it is common knowledge within the context of the course.  Consequently, there is no need to cite me as the source of any lecture-based information that you might use in your essays (e.g., no “(Preston, class lecture)”).  
4. You are encouraged to discuss the course-material with one another outside of class, and even to study for exams together by talking and sharing notes.  However, this cooperative activity must stop-short of planning the specific structure-content combination of exam essays, even in outline form.  For example, suppose you are in a study group and say “I’m pretty sure that Aquinas’ distinction between Eternal Law and Natural Law is relevant to question 3, but I’m not clear on the details of that distinction.  Can anyone clarify that for me?”  And suppose your classmate opens up her notebook and says, “I have written down that the Eternal Law is God’s providential plan for the world in eternity, while the Natural Law is that same plan enacted in time”.  That’s fine; that’s authorized aid. But suppose you say “Okay, how should we go about answering question 3?  What are the relevant issues and how should we organize them?”  And then your classmate says “Well the first thing you have to address is the distinction between Eternal and Natural Law, and that goes like this…, and the second point we need to make is that…,”and so on.  That’s not fine; that’s unauthorized aid.  When it comes to the particular structure-content compound that is your essay, you have to prepare that entirely on your own, drawing only upon your texts and notes and what you remember from lectures, discussions, and study groups. 

And here’s what counts as tolerating others’ use of unauthorized aid:  If you are conscious of anyone’s use of unauthorized aid, or anything that indicates that a fellow student might be making use of unauthorized aid, and fail to report it to the appropriate authorities (the Professor, the Honor Council), then you have tolerated others’ use of unauthorized aid. 

